NEWS RELEASE

Contact:
David Benoit, President/CEO, CDI America, Inc.

630-649-9800

dbenoit@cdiamerica.com

CDI AMERICA INTRODUCES WAKING MINDS, WRITING PROGRAM

AND DEMONSTRATES ITS MERITS IN TWO PILOT DISTRICTS 

Waking Minds supports English Language Learners and their Peers  

BUFFALO GROVE, IL — Sept. 15, 2008 — Education company CDI America is helping English Language Learners (ELL) and mainstream students master writing skills as well as the related skills of metacognition and critical thinking. The company’s new Waking Minds, Writing (WM) is a Web-based supplemental writing program for grades 5-12, rooted in scientific research on writing and successful strategies for English Language Learners.

WM uses a recursive writing process consisting of instruction, learning tools, formative assessment and e-tutors to teach academic and creative writing across genres such as expository, persuasive, narrative, literary response, business and research. To confirm the program’s efficacy, CDI America launched a spring 2008 pilot conducted in two school districts in Florida and Texas. Results indicated an overall improvement of 5.7 percent among 68 ELL students after only six weeks.

In addition, surveys of participating students showed that 80 percent found WM easy to use, enjoyed it, felt that the tutors’ feedback improved their writing, and thought that the program made them better writers. Participating teachers cited WM’s alignment with state and district standards, higher student motivation, the individualized tutor feedback, and the ease of integrating the program into existing curriculums as benefits. 

“The purpose of the pilot program was to assess WM’s usability, obtain student and teacher feedback, and also see if there were areas that needed improvement,” said David Benoit, CEO of CDI America. “We were not surprised, but very excited to receive such overwhelming positive feedback.”

The WM program stresses the communication of ideas while teaching foundational skills such as grammar, mechanics, style and structure. The Web-based instruction supports the learning characteristics and styles of ELL students and their peers through the inclusion of videos on the writing process and writing issues. For optimal flexibility, certain segments of the program can be completed without Web access.

“Academic research has proven that students who write well perform better academically,” said Benoit. “Writing integrates several essential learning skills such as critical thinking, analysis, reading comprehension, creativity, self expression, discussion, and metacognition. Not only does WM hone those abilities, but it is unlike any other writing program available today in that it also provides tutor feedback.”

The WM program provides three instructional paths that focus on critical aspects of the writing experience: Writing Practice, Writing Assessment, and Writer’s Guide.
Writing Practice

Writing Practice provides recursive experience in every phase of the writing process across a variety of writing genres and includes more than 200 leveled writing prompts with companion reading sources beginning at Grade 1 ,leveled by Lexile scores. Students select or create a prompt and then prewrite, draft, revise, edit, and publish, using an electronic writing pad with text tools, a dictionary/thesaurus, and a spell checker. The path also includes annotated student writing samples as well as templates and checklists for each writing genre. The text is accompanied by audio support, videos of students describing different aspects of the writing process, annotated student writing samples, checklists, and templates. The program allows for customization. Teachers and students can add their own reading sources and prompts.

Writing Assessment

The Writing Assessment path provides practice for state writing assessments via prompts and directions for persuasive, expository, and literary response essays. Students prewrite and draft a paragraph or essay and then submit it to an experienced writing “e-tutor,” who provides individual, objective feedback on grammar/mechanics, substance, style and structure. The students then revise their work, using the Writer’s Guide for targeted practice.

Writer’s Guide

The guide contains direct online instruction, examples for more than 150 writing objectives in grammar, structure, substance and style, and over 280 practice exercises that provide foundational skills and strategies. The examples and practice exercises are specifically designed for two program levels: emergent and proficient. Offline student guides contain 30 practice exercises on critical areas for ELL and mainstream students. Students work on exercises designated by tutor feedback as well as on line criterion reference Challenge tests.

Reporting and Additional Assessments

In addition to etutor feedback and the challenge tests, the program offers other forms of formative assessment. Self-evaluation and peer review evaluation involve the use of checklists and classroom bulletin boards for sharing writing so that students learn to self regulate and also to write for specific audiences. Additionally, there are practice exercises in the off line student guides that can be done individually, in small groups or for homework.

The system tracks all student interactions.  Users can review reports at the individual, classroom, school, district and state levels. There are four categories of reports: assessment reports from the Writing Assessment, Challenge test reports from the Writer’s Guide, Portfolio reports from the Writing Practice component, and integrated reports.

Support for Administrators and Teachers

WM is supported by administrative tools for educators at the classroom, school, district, and state level. These allow for the set up of individual and school accounts, creating and editing user records, as well as the creation or revision of media and additional content. Teachers and administrators can also assign assessments, select student proficiency levels, upload student demographic data, and view and print reports.

“The link between literacy and academic and personal success has been well established in academic research but quality instruction and deliberate implementation are needed to achieve that result,” said Benoit. “CDI enhances the WM program with professional development for instructors and our pilot program has provided implementation data that can be used as a valuable reference for customers.”
Indeed, uring the six-week period, the Texas schools used the online program and printed student guides for two-to-three days per week in order to prepare for the state writing test. The Florida schools’ approach was less defined and involved fewer hours of instruction and practice. Accordingly, the Texas students’ proficiency increased by seven percent while Florida schools saw a two percent improvement.

“Basically, the findings were that a more deliberate implementation, with dedicated time for regular use of WM, yielded the more significant results,” said Benoit. “We are extremely pleased by the overall positive trends in student performance cited in the project, and we plan to match or surpass that quality in all our offerings to come.”

Waking Minds, Writing is correlated to the national standards of Teachers of English to Students of Other Languages, the International Reading Association, National Council of Teachers of English, and the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). It is also correlated to state and district standards and several language proficiency tests.

About CDI America 
Chung-Dahm Institute (CDI) opened for business in 1998 with one objective in mind—to dramatically improve the nation's ELL industry by combining the best programs, instructors, researchers, and staff. From recruiting top-notch instructors to operating a stalwart Research & Development Center, CDI has grown from 57 locations with 30,000 students in 2006, to over 100 locations in 2008. CDI Holdings has quickly become a major enterprise leader producing and distributing one-of-a-kind ESL content for Asian students.

With the launch of CDI America, CDI Holdings is expanding its expertise for teaching English Language Learners in the United States. CDI America offerings include:

Waking Minds, Writing—a writing program for English Language Learners and their peers in grades 5-12. Waking Minds, Writing provides instruction, tools, and learning strategies to help students learn to express themselves through the written word. Students who write well perform better academically, as they develop the competence and corresponding confidence that personal and academic expression bring.  

Aclipse Careers—a research-based recruitment, certification, and teaching placement program for teaching opportunities in North America and Asia.
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